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DETAILED ACTION 
i> This action is in response to Applicant's request for continued examination. Claim 1 
is amended. Claim 17 is cancelled. Claim 24 is added. Claims 1-16 and 18-24 are presented for 
further examination. 

2> This is a non-final rejection. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
3> A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 12.28.2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

4> Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming 
the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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5> Claims 2 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

a. in regards to limitation (c), claim language recites transmitting "information" 

to the TV. However, there are two types of information referenced in the claim: "for 
use of information" in (a) and "additional information" in (b). The use of 
"information" in limitation (c) should be clarified to refer to either of these uses. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. • 

6> Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Applicant 
admitted Prior Art ("AAPA", hereafter), in view of Nobakht (US 6,78s.7i6), in further view 
of Barton et al, U.S Patent Publication No. 2003I0095791 fBarton"!. 

7> Regarding claim 1, 16 and 24, AAPA discloses the invention substantially, as claimed, 
including, a method for accessing the Internet using an Internet TV in an Internet TV system 
comprising the internet TV, in which a function of accessing the Internet and a function of receiving a 
TV broadcast are combined and a server for operating a portal site, which provides information to the 
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Internet T'V, the method comprising: transmitting a message from the Internet TV to the sever 
requesting authentication during a current session (AAPA, 210, Fig. 1-2). AAPA is silent on steps 
of improving authentication process, which, however, are taught by Nobakht as follow: 

transmitting a message from the server requesting an authentication number from he 
Internet TV (Nobakht, 720, Fig. 7). 

transmuting the requested authentication number from the Internet TV to the 
server (7 1 5, Fig. 7) and if the authorization number is available, checking a validity of 
the transmitted authentication number (Nobakht, 730, Fig. 7), and providing information 
to the Internet TV for the current session if it is determined that the authorization is valid 
(Nobakht, 735-750, Fig. 7); and 

requesting a new authentication number from the server if the authentication number is 
not available (Nobakht teaches, if a request is not from residential, then the request in 
considered invalid and issued a guest access authorization code, Col. 13, lines 20-29), 
registering a user in accordance with information collected by the server (Nobakht teaches 
server update user and terminal information, Col, 11, lines 22-41), receiving anew 
authentication number from the server and providing information to the Internet (Nobakht, 
Col. 13, lines 20-36). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention was made to adapt and incorporate the detail steps as Nobakht's 
suggestion for improving authentication process in a prior art Internet TV system 
with the motivation of enhancing system's capability of accessing re-authorization, 
unauthorized-access notification. Such improvement would make attractive products 



Application/Control Number: 09/996,718 ? a g e 5 

Art Unit: 2152 

that could be easily marketed, because the added features would enable service 
providers to communicate and motivate their subscribers to retain their subscription, 
which translated to maintaining revenue and profit margins to the providers. 
AAPA and Nobakht, however, fail to expressly disclose that the new authentication 
number is stored for use during a later session. 

8> Applicant's amendments propose storing an authentication number at the internet 
TV such that the user would not need to log on again in a later session. In essence, this is 
merely describing a "cookie", a well-known tool in the networking arts for storing a variety 
of information at a user's computer. The amendment does not provide any patentable 
distinction over what is well known in the art. 

Further, Barton discloses first checking if an authorization number is available at a 
user's internet TV [0050 where : Barton discloses looking for a stored cookie with the user's 
authorization key], if the authorization number is not available, submitting a new 
authorization number to the user [0047], and storing the new authorization number in a 
memory device of the internet TV for use during a later session [0047, 0050 : storing the 
authorization information as a cookie at the user computer]. Use of a cookie is well known in 
the art for streamlining a user's experience because necessary information is already stored 
on the user computer, in the form of a cookie. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify AAPA and Nobakht with Barton's cookie functionality 
sucli that user information is stored at the user computer once and registration steps may be 
skipped in later sessions [Barton, 0050]. 
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9> Regarding claims 2, 7, 16 and 17, are analog to claim 1, therefore rejected by the same 
rationale. 

Further, in regards to claims 2 and 7, AAPA-Nobakht do not expressly disclose 
determining an authentication based on additional information collected by the portal server. 
However, Barton discloses determining authorization information based on an ID of the 
user's computer [0069 : determining key based on serial number collected from the 
computer]. It would have been obvious to incorporate Barton's security functionality into 
A APA-Nobakht's invention to provide a more secure system for users to access online 
information. 

io> Regarding claims 3, 8 and 20, AAPA-Nobakht discloses capability of determining 
state client's device, e.g., default state, compare authentication code, allowing a user to input 
information regarding to authorization code, receiving and storing user information, as 
discussed in 5 above. 

n> Regarding claims 4-6, 9, io, 21 and 23, AAPA-Nobakht discloses the invention 
substantially, as claimed, as described in claim 2, including, providing guest access code, if 
the user is not residential, which inherent a process of making determination the connected 
client has a proper information, e.g., number or the like, for authentication purpose. Thus, 
this teaching has functionality equivalent to determining whether an authentication number is not 
available. AAPA-Nobakht also requires user(s) to enter authentication number, which 
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includes serial number of the set-top box, manufacturer date, in order to the server issuing 
access code to the users, i.e., requesting the portal server to provide anew authentication number 
with respect to the use of information; and receiving a new authentication number from the portal 
server and storing the authentication number in a memory device (Nobakht, Col.12, line 43-Col. 13, 
line 29). 

I2> Regarding claims 11, 12 and 18, AAPA-Nobakht discloses the method of claim 1, 
including accessing user information in a database if an error is not detected in the authentication 
number; and providing information to the Internet TV regarding user fees if the user information 
indicates that a user is registered. AAPA-Nobakht is silent on perform error checking by using 
checksum concept. Official Notice is taken (see MPEP 2144.03) a notion of using checksum 
for checking integrity of messages that were transmitted across a network was notorious at 
the time of the invention was made. The well-known notion has been widely used to ensure 
reliability and integrity of the transmitted data. The evident of this assertion could be found 
in many engineering texts (not provided). Thus, regardless of messages' type, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to be 
motivated and taken advantage from the benefit as stated above by employing the known 
checksum concept for checking or detecting messages condition, including checking error of 
an authentication number. 

I3> Regarding claims 13 and 19, AAPA-Nobakht discloses the invention substantially as 
discussed jabove, including transmitting an error message when an error is detected in the 
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authentication number; requesting the internet TV to provide user information, and determining 
whether the user is registered in the database; and transmuting a corresponding authentication number 
when it is determined that the user is registered in the database (Nobakht, Col. 12, lines 60-66). 
AAPA-Nobakht however, does not explicitly apply its' event notification delivery 
mechanisms to deliver the error, which is discovered by checksum notion. In other words, 
the sources of error are different. However, applying steps or mechanisms that is capable of 
delivering event notification for notifying an error event, which is generated from different 
sources, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made that was a matter of choice that depends on the situation and application 
does not involve inventive steps nor produce any unexpected result. 

I4> Regarding claims 14, AAPA-Nobakht discloses registering the user in the database and 
providing information to the Internet TV when the user information is received, (Nobakht, Col. 11, 
lines 23-41). . 

I5> Regarding claims 15, AAPA-Nobakht discloses the method of claim 10, further 
comprising determining whether a user fee is paid; and transmuting a message to the Internet T'V 
informing that the user fee is not paid, (Nobakht, Col. 12, lines 59-66) 

i6> Regarding claims 22, AAPA-Nobakht discloses registering a user in accordance with a user 
registration form requested by the portal server (Nobakht, Col. 11, lines 24-41). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dohm Chankong whose telephone number is 571.272.3942. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday [7:00 AM to 5:00 PM]. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571.272.3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 




